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My name is Rosario Tepoz, a member of Make the Road Connecticut’s Fight Back
Committee. | am from Mexico and | came to Connecticut 10 years ago.

I am in favor of S.B. 284: AN ACT INCREASING THE AGE FROM EIGHT TO
EIGHTEEN YEARS FOR AN INCOME-ELIGIBLE PERSON TO OBTAIN MEDICAL
ASSISTANCE REGARDLESS OF IMMIGRATION STATUS.

I know how difficult it is to see two children with two different access to health care. Well, | tell
you, | have two children, one has health insurance and one does not have health insurance, and
this hurts me in my soul. They themselves have lived and understand what this means.

My oldest child, who studies at the Montessori Magnet School in Hartford, does not have health
insurance, he came to the United States when he was two years old, today he is 12 years old.
This means that out of 12 years, 10 years he has been here in Connecticut without health
insurance. This translates into: not being able to visit pediatricians and dentists frequently, as
recommended, and when he gets sick, he has to visit the emergency room. And emergency
room visits mean hospital bills for us.

On one occasion, he had to have 4 teeth removed and a crown placed, and the two options
were "do it at the community clinic without anesthesia, or at a private clinic with anesthesia and
you pay for the services". The bills at the private place were approximately 2 thousand dollars.

In contrast, my other child is 4 years old and since she was born in Connecticut, she has been
able to visit her pediatrician and dentists frequently and without financial worries.

It makes us very sad as my child realizes the difference between his sister and him when it
comes to health care. On several occasions | have had to explain to him what it means to have
health insurance and why he was not born in the United States and does not have health
insurance. It hurts him to see the difference between the services he receives compared to his
younger sister. This hurts him, and it hurts me as a mother even more.

| tell you this story to show you how important it is that our children have access to health
insurance, but more importantly, that the conversation continues and that all of us, including
adults, have access to health insurance. In order to ensure healthy children, their parents,
aunts, uncles and grandparents need to be healthy as well.

| support S.B. 284 and hope that the committee will also support it and vote for it.

Thank you for your time,

Rosario Tepoz



Mi nombre es Rosario Tepoz, miembro del Comité de Lucha de Se Hace Camino Connecticut.
Soy de Mexico y llegué a Connecticut hace 10 afos.

Estoy a favor de SB 284: UNA LEY DE AUMENTO DE LA EDAD DE 8 A 18 ANOS PARA LA
ASISTENCIA MEDICA DE LOS NINOS SIN IMPORTAR SU CONDICION MIGRATORIO.

Se lo dificil que es ver dos nifios con dos accesos a la salud de manera diferente. Pues les cuento, tengo
dos hijos, uno tiene seguro meédico y otro no tiene seguro médico, y esto me duele en mi alma. Pues
ellos mismos han vivido y entienden lo que esto significa.

Mi nifio mayor que estudia en la escuela Magnet de Montessori en Hartford, no tiene seguro médico,
llegd a Estados Unidos con dos aiitos, hoy ya tiene 12 afios. Esto quiere decir que de 12 afios, 10 aifos
lleva aqui en Connecticut sin seguro médico. Esto se traduce a: no poder visitar frecuentemente, y segun
las recomendaciones, pediatra ni dentistas, y cuando se enferma, tener que visitar la sala de
emergencia. Y las visitas a la sala de emergencia conllevan deudas hospitalarias para nosotros.

En una ocasion, tenian que removerle 4 dientes y colocarle una corona, y las dos opciones fueron
“hacerlo en la clinica comunitaria sin anestesia, o en una clinica privada con anestesia y usted pagando
por los servicios”. Las facturas en el lugar privado, fueron de aproximadamente 2 mil délares.

Por el contrario, mi nifia tiene 4 afos y como nacié en Connecticut, ha podido visitar su pediatra y
dentistas con frecuencia y sin preocupaciones economicas.

Nos da mucha tristeza pues mi nifio se da cuenta de la diferencia entre su hermana y él cuando se trata
de servicios de salud. En varias ocasiones le he tenido que explicar que significa tener seguro médico y
porque el porque no nacié en Estados Unidos no tiene seguro médico. A él le duele ver la diferencia
entre los servicios que él recibe y los que recibe su hermana menor. Esto le duele a él, y a mi como
madre me duele mucho mas.

Les cuento esta historia para que vean un poco la importancia de que nuestros nifios tengan
acceso a seguro médico, pero que sobre todo, que la conversacion continle y que todos ,
incluyendo los adultos, tengamos acceso a seguro meédico. Pues para garantizar nifios
saludables, sus padres , tios y abuelos también necesitan estar saludables.

Apoyo el proyecto de ley SB 284 y espero que la comision lo apoye también y vote a favor.
Gracias por su tiempo,

Rosario Tepoz



